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Resolutions and Recommendations of the 2nd International Beekeeping Congress, August 19-21, 2008, Thimphu, Bhutan

Apiculture (Beekeeping) as a non land based income and employment generating activity is fast becoming an important component of present day strategies for integrated rural development and off-farm employment.

The role of beekeeping in improving the subsistence economy of farmers cannot be overlooked as it has always been linked with the socio-economic, cultural, religious and natural heritage of communities linked living in rural areas.
Besides, bees and beekeeping provide free ecosystem services in the form of cross pollination which not only enhanced productivity of agricultural crops but also help in conservation of biological diversity through propagation of wild flora.

Keeping in view the above advantages of beekeeping, the 2nd International Beekeeping Congress held in Thimphu, Bhutan from 19-21, August 2008 resolve that:

1. Bees are the important components of agro-ecosystems. About 65% of the crops grown world over require bee pollination. Many crops have low seed and fruit yield due to the scarcity of bee pollinators. However, beekeeping has not yet been recognized as an input in agriculture. Due emphasis should be laid on the role of bees in crop pollination and crop yield. 
2. During the fast few years, due to erosion of bee habitat and excessive use of agrochemicals, the natural populations of several species of wild and domesticated bees have decreased tremendously. Efforts should be made for the conservation and safety of  the bees. Their natural habitats should be restored and their safety against pesticides be ensured, efforts should also be world over to increase the number of honeybee colonies.
3. Bee- flora has decreased drastically during the past two decades. This has threatened the survival of several bee species and sustainability of beekeeping around the globe. This congress recommends the conservation and restoration of bee forage around the globe.
4. Beekeeping should be recognized as a national resource for conservation in Bhutan. This will ensure the conservation of bee forage as well as the sustainability of beekeeping in  Bhutan.
5. Presently, technology developed for temperate Apis mellifera, is used with indigenous bees, Apis cerana  which often results in failures. Therefore, a centre for the development of appropriate beekeeping technology should be established by the Ministry of Agriculture, Government of Bhutan in Collaboration with Century Foundation, Bangalore, India and other International Organizations like IDRC, Canada, FAO, Rome, UNDP, UNEP ICIMOD etc.
6. Bee products are important components of beekeeping. For the promotion and development of bee products there is a need to start Beekeeping Associations aimed at promoting honey and other hive products trade in different regions. To open new market opportunities for the beekeepers of developing countries, fair trade labeling may take cognizance of the situation and put in place a system of recognizing and registering small private sector firms that are linking the producers to buyers in the fair trade market.
7. New biotechnological techniques have enabled the scientists in exactly identifying the gene responsible for particular traits. Beekeeping industry world over is facing the serious threat from the bee enemies. Governments around the globe should sanction sufficient funds to carryout bee-biotechnology research for the biomolecular eradication of such diseases and enemies. 
8. Bhutan being a florally rich country requiring bee pollination for fruit crops there is utmost need  to have expanded beekeeping, and hence the Department of Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture, Government of Bhutan  should establish a beekeeping division to undertake beekeeping promotion and extension activities.
9. The MoA, Bhutan should appoint a National Beekeeping Coordinator.
10. The Royal University of Bhutan  should strengthen beekeeping research  and teaching.
11. International networking on beekeeping among SAARC countries.
12. To undertake collaborative research programmes on beekeeping and bee pollination between Century Foundation and Ministry of Agriculture, Government of Bhutan that includes feasibility studies, training and extension. 
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