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How the media is creating a climate for change
SciDev.Net (The Science and Development Network) today publishes an Opinion article by IPCC chair R. K. Pachauri applauding media efforts to raise awareness on climate change and calling on journalists to focus on the scientific rationale for action, rather than be drawn into the messy politics of the negotiations. 
Read R. K. Pachauri's Opinion article on SciDev.Net
As reporters from across the world gather in London for the 6th World Conference of Science Journalists (WCSJ), R. K. Pachauri, chair of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), reflects on how the media has helped raise awareness on climate change over the past two years.
"The media has helped turn public opinion in favour of action on climate change," says Pachauri. "And this attitude has seeped into the negotiations that began with the 2007 Bali meeting and continued into Poznan, Poland late last year," he adds.

"How the media covers climate change over the next six months is likely to have a major impact on the global climate negotiations in Copenhagen at the end of this year," says Pachauri.

David Dickson, director of SciDev.Net and member of the WCSJ's steering committee, welcomes Pachauri's comments. "As chair of the IPCC, Professor Pachauri has been at the forefront of international efforts to limit global warming and its impact. It is heartening to read his acknowledgement of the key role that the media has played in building support for these initiatives. His call to journalists to pay more attention to the scientific rationale for action — and not to focus solely on the politics involved — is welcome."

Pachauri's article will also be made available in Chinese, French and Spanish, visit http://www.scidev.net for further details.
A related editorial by David Dickson will also be published on Thursday 25th June, warning journalists against science fundamentalism. "Science journalists," he says, "should promote the cause of science through their work — but not for its own sake alone. Its role in development should be neither under- nor overstated," he adds. 
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Notes to Editors

SciDev.Net
SciDev.Net (the Science and Development Network) seeks to help individuals and organisations in the developing world make informed decisions on science and technology related issues that impact on social and economic development. 

It does this by providing reliable and authoritative information through a free-access website containing news, views and analysis about science and technology in the developing world.

In addition, SciDev.Net builds regional networks of individuals and institutions who share its commitment to improving science and technology communication, and organises workshops and other events in the developing world to build capacity in this field.

SciDev.Net is supported by the journals Nature and Science.

Funders

SciDev.Net is funded by the UK Department for International Development, the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, the Dutch Directorate-General for International Cooperation, and the Canadian International Development Research Centre.


97/99 Dean Street, London W1D 3TE, UK.
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SciDev.Net is a UK company limited by guarantee, Registered no. 4218234

Registered Charity no. 1089590

If you would like to receive weekly emails from SciDev.Net containing summaries of all material added to the website over the past seven days, and links to our latest policy briefs, along with notices about jobs, research grants and events, visit: 
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