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Press Release: 27 June 2007

For immediate release

Is the Freedom to Innovate plan good for Africa?

The African Union's Freedom to Innovate plan has sparked debate among African scientists and policymakers.  

Two leading experts in Africa share their opposing views on the plan and the future for genetically modified (GM) crop production on the continent. Jennifer Thomson supports the plan, arguing for less criticism from European skeptics. But David Fig sees it as a mechanism for institutionalising the pro-GM movement across Africa.

Taking on biotechnology the African way
Africa must be free to explore the potential of agricultural biotechnology, without undue European influence, says Jennifer Thomson.
www.scidev.net/agribiotech/for_freedom_to_innovate 

Is Africa being bullied into growing GM crops?
Africa must not let multinational corporations and international donors dictate its biotechnology agenda, says David Fig.

www.scidev.net/agribiotech/against_freedom_to_innovate 

These articles form part of our new resource on agri-biotech in sub-Saharan Africa:

www.scidev.net/agribiotech/sub-saharan_africa 

The collection includes a review of the changing attitudes to biotechnology in the region, facts and figures outlining existing initiatives, further debate on controversial issues from key stakeholders and a selection of the Internet's most relevant and useful documents and websites. 

 

For more information and commentary on GM and non-GM advances in agricultural biotechnology visit SciDev.Net's online agribiotech dossier: 

www.scidev.net/agribiotech
All SciDev.Net material is free to reproduce provided the organisation and author are credited. 

Free Email Alerts

For regular news updates on agri-biotechnology sign up to SciDev.Net weekly email alerts: www.scidev.net/sign-up  

For further information contact:

Jemima Tonks, marketing manager

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7292 9910




Email:
jemima.tonks@scidev.net 



Notes for Editors

SciDev.Net (the Science and Development Network) seeks to help individuals and organisations in the developing world make informed decisions on science and technology issues impacting on social and economic development. 

It does this by providing reliable and authoritative information through a free-access website containing news, views and analysis about science and technology in the developing world.

In addition, SciDev.Net builds regional networks of individuals and institutions who share its commitment to improving science and technology communication, and organises workshops and other events in the developing world to build capacity in this field.

SciDev.Net is supported by the journals Nature and Science, as well as the Academy of Sciences for the Developing World.

To find out more visit: www.scidev.net 

Please accept our apologies if you have previously received this message through cross-posting. If you are already signed up with us and would like to update your details, or cancel your registration please go to http://www.scidev.net/register.     

If you do not wish to receive further press releases from SciDev.Net please email jemima.tonks@scidev.net.
_1062589487.bin

