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Science and Development Network



Zambian journalist wins US$53,000 science journalism grant

Talent Ng'andwe, a Zambian science journalist has been named the recipient of the first 'IDRC - SciDev.Net Science Journalism Award'.

The grant, which is worth US$53,000, will allow Ng'andwe to work with the Science and Development Network (SciDev.Net) for several months to develop his professional skills as a science journalist. 

During this period he will spend time working both in the organisation's main office and reporting from the developing world.
"I am delighted to receive the award and spend time with highly experienced science journalists," Ng'andwe said. 
"I would like to thank the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) and SciDev.Net for coming up with this programme. This is a step in the right direction to help build the capacity of science journalists in developing countries."

"We are delighted that Talent Ng'andwe has been selected to receive the award, which will allow him to work directly with our news team for several months next year," said David Dickson, director of SciDev.Net. 
"He will be bringing to us his insights and personal experience developed through his work as a journalist in Zambia. In return, we will be able to provide him with an opportunity to develop his practical skills as a science journalist." 

The award is one of four granted this year by IDRC and SciDev.Net, on an experimental basis. Applications were invited by SciDev.Net from regular contributors to the website. 
Talent Ng'andwe will be based at SciDev.Net in London, United Kingdom; two Francophone journalists will be based at Agence Science-Presse in Montreal, Canada; and a Canadian English-speaking journalist will be based at another institution. Each award will be valued at US$53,000 to cover living and travel expenses.

IDRC has created these awards to "foster a vibrant culture of science journalism" and to "promote a field-based understanding of developing countries' scientific realities".  
The journalists will spend time in a number of developing countries and take part in the 5th World Conference of Science Journalists, taking place in Australia, in April 2007.  

SciDev.Net looks forward to the lessons about science communication in developing countries that it will learn, and be able to share with its readers, through the award programme. 

IDRC is funding this new award through its Training and Awards Program. The award will be managed and administered by SciDev.Net. 

For further information contact:
Jemima Tonks, marketing manager
Tel: 
+44 (0) 20 7292 9910
Fax: 
+44 (0) 20 7292 9929
Email:
jemima.tonks@scidev.net 
Web: www.scidev.net
Notes to editors

IDRC

IDRC is a Canadian Crown corporation that works closely with researchers from the developing world in their search for how to build healthier, more equitable, and more prosperous societies. Details on our work can be found at the following Internet Site: www.idrc.ca
The Science and Development Network

The Science and Development Network (SciDev.Net) seeks to help individuals and organisations in the developing world make informed decisions on science and technology-related issues that impact on social and economic development. 

It does this by providing reliable and authoritative information through a free-access website containing news, views and analysis about science and technology in the developing world.

In addition, SciDev.Net builds regional networks of individuals and institutions that share its commitment to improving science and technology communication, and organises workshops and other events in the developing world to build capacity in this field.

SciDev.Net is supported by the journals Nature and Science, as well as The Academy of Sciences for the Developing World (TWAS).
Funders

SciDev.Net is funded by the UK Department for International Development, the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, the Canadian International Development Research Centre and the Rockefeller Foundation.

Contact

97/99 Dean Street, London W1D 3TE, UK

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7292 9910; Email: info@scidev.net; Website: www.scidev.net
(2006 SciDev.Net

SciDev.Net is a UK company limited by guarantee, Registered no. 4218234

Registered Charity no. 1089590

If you would like to receive weekly emails from SciDev.Net containing summaries of all material added to the website over the past seven days, and links to our latest policy briefs, along with notices about jobs, research grants and events, visit: www.scidev.net/register







[image: image1.png]_1062589487.bin

