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Science and Development Network



Where next for science in Africa?

SciDev.Net today launches a collection of material that examines some of the key players and issues concerning African science, technology and innovation policy. 

In the run-up to the Congress of African Scientists and Policy makers (CASP), which takes place in Alexandria, Egypt, from 27 to 29 October 2006, SciDev.Net is publishing three articles that are directly relevant to this meeting: 

· a report summarising the opinions of a group of individual scientists and policy makers who have been involved in an on-line discussion; 

· the views of the African Union's commissioner for science and technology; and 

· an editorial highlighting the need for Africa to ensure a balance between scientific priorities and a development-focused agenda. 

Taken together, these three articles demonstrate that African scientists, policymakers, science communicators, research funders and investors all have a part to play in shaping the agenda for the next African Union (AU) summit meeting. This will be held in January 2007 and will discuss the role of science, technology and innovation in the continent's development.
Last month, the Science and Development Network (SciDev.Net) launched an email discussion group to stimulate debate on these issues. It is now publishing a collection of views from this discussion group, as many of the individual comments relating to issues such as knowledge management, Africa-centric solutions, information flow and a model law on biotechnology have implications for the discussions that will be taking place during CASP. To read the report visit: http://www.scidev.net/ausummit07/africanviews
To view the ongoing debate or to add your comment visit: 

http://www.scidev.net/ausummit07/discussion 

Nagia Essayed, the AU commissioner for human resources, science and technology, has a challenging task: to develop and harmonise Africa's policy on science and technology. Raising awareness of the role of science and technology in tackling problems such as sanitation, water and food security, she believes, is the way to obtain the political support from the continent's heads of state that is needed to ensure that adequate funding is made available. To read the interview visit: http://www.scidev.net/ausummit07/interview
David Dickson looks at the need to establish a careful balance between scientific priorities and a development driven agenda in creating a workable science and technology policy for Africa. To read the editorial visit: http://www.scidev.net/ausummit07/editorial
SciDev.Net's special AU summit site brings together its coverage of the run-up to the summit, which will look at the role of science, technology and innovation in the continent's development. The site features relevant news, key documents and links. To read more visit: http://www.scidev.net/ausummit07 

All SciDev.Net material is free to reproduce, provided the organisation and author are credited.
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Notes to editors

The African Union 

The African Union (AU) is a 53 member state organisation spanning Africa. Established in 2001, the purpose of the AU is to help secure democracy, human rights and sustainable economy in Africa (Source: Wikipedia).
In January 2007 the AU will hold its 8th annual summit on the theme of science, technology and innovation. Before the summit, which will be held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, a number of meetings are taking place to prepare and discuss proposals that will be addressed by the heads of state. These include a model law to regulate biotechnology across the continent, the role of the African scientific diaspora, and a new financing facility to support African research.
The Science and Development Network

The Science and Development Network (SciDev.Net) seeks to help individuals and organisations in the developing world make informed decisions on science and technology-related issues that impact on social and economic development. 

It does this by providing reliable and authoritative information through a free-access website containing news, views and analysis about science and technology in the developing world.

In addition, SciDev.Net builds regional networks of individuals and institutions who share its commitment to improving science and technology communication, and organises workshops and other events in the developing world to build capacity in this field.

SciDev.Net is supported by the journals Nature and Science, as well as the Academy of Sciences for the Developing World (TWAS).
Funders

SciDev.Net is funded by the UK Department for International Development, the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, the Canadian International Development Research Centre and the Rockefeller Foundation.

Contact

97/99 Dean Street, London W1D 3TE, UK

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7292 9910; Email: info@scidev.net; Website: www.scidev.net
(2006 SciDev.Net

SciDev.Net is a UK company limited by guarantee, Registered no. 4218234

Registered Charity no. 1089590

If you would like to receive weekly emails from SciDev.Net containing summaries of all material added to the website over the past seven days, and links to our latest policy briefs, along with notices about jobs, research grants and events, visit: www.scidev.net/register
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